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QUESTION, 


WHY, 


he All-wiſe God ſhould pat 4 Soal into 4 
Body, to ſtay in it no longer a Time, as in 
the Caſe f thoſe that Dye in Lag“ ? 
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Eccleſ. vi. 12. 


Tor who knoweth what is Good for Man in 
this Life, all the Days of his vain Life 
which he ſpendeth as a Shadow? for who can 
tell a Man what ſhall be after him under the 


Sun; 


4 
= 


HE Holy Spirit wrote this Book of 
_ Eccleſiaſtes, on purpoſe to acquaint 
Man with the Vanity of this World, 
1 that he might not loſe his Soul in the 
Case and Purſuit of Shadows, which he can ne- 
ver catch: And the way the Holy Ghoſt takes, is, 
to enumerate and reckon up all thoſe Things that 
= — | _ 4 | look 


** 
3 - 


- 2 2 
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look moſt fair and promiſing z and then to inf 
particularly on every one of 'em, and ſhew their 


utter Inſufficiency to make Man happy. 


Here in the Context, he is demonſtrating tbe 
Vanity of Riches, and how invaluable they are in 
order thereunto. He heaps up ſeveral Arguments, 


the laſt of which is in Verſe 11. Seęing there be ma- 


ny Things that increaſe Vanity, what is Man the © 
better? That is, if as we increaſe Riches (or any 
other carnal Enjoy ments) we increaſe Vanity, 
then they can't remove that Vanity we ſo com- 


plain of, or make us happy under it. 


But there is an Objection lies cloſe and ſilent 
in the Heart of Man, which by way of Pro- 
lepfis or Anticipation is anfwer'd here. The 


Ob jection is this, 


Object. There is no need it ſhould be ſo, ſure © 
it is not unavoidably ſo: Why cannot a Man ſe- 
parate the Good from the Bad? The Comfort 
Creatures from the Vanity that is 


that is in the 
in 'em? 


 Anſw. Such is the Ignorance of Man that be 


cannot do this: Who knoweth. what is good for 


Man in this Life ? Solomon ſets the Comfort of 
the Creatures, and the Vanity that is in the Crea- = 
' tures, as two oppoſite Lines drawn parallel one 


to another; and intimates that the Vanity. is 


much larger than the Comfort that is in any En- 
joy ment: And ſuch is the Folly, and Weakneß, 
and Unskilfulneſs of Man, that he cannot draw * 
the Comfort out of any Creature, without draw- 


ing the Vanity along with it at the ſame time, 
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But "thin the Queſtion recoils upon us ſtill 


unanſwer'd: Whence is it, that Man is ſo Ignorant 
2 he cannot do this? 


I. From the Brevity and Shortneſs of Life 


6 by that time z Man has learn'd to Live he muſt 
Dye: Traditional Knowledge he has indeed, but 
that is a poor cold uncertain Thing, which at 
beſt only teaches us to methodize our Thoughts, 
3 and regulate our Conceptions of Things; 


but 


does not at all, no, not at all better the Heart: 
And then as for that Knowledge which is expe- 
rimental, 
much of that, Job. 8. 9. For we are but of Te- 
ſterday, and know nothing, becauſe our Days upon 
Earth are a Shadow. 
; Life is quickly ſpent as a Shadow. 
4 


he does not live long enough to get 


So in the Text, his vain 


II. His want of Fo eſſ gůt of what may fail out: 


| For who can tell a Man what ſhatl be after him un- 
dler the Sun? Hence Men are at a great loſs in the 
Management of their Affairs, and we do that to 
Day which we would gladly have undone again 
to Morrow. 
hut it is the Deſcription here of the Life of 
Man, that I purpoſe to dwell molt upon. 


Where 
J take notice, 


1. How the Spirit of God numbers, and ſo 


„ teaches us to number our Life by Days, not by 
Ages, not by Luſtres (as the old Romans did) but 
by Days, as good old Jacob did, Gen. 47. 9. And 
Jacob ſaid unto Pharaoh, the Day s of the Tears of 
e Pilgrimage, are an Hundred 2 Thirty Tears: 


p . Evil have the Days 1 the Tears of my 
ie 
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ME. ANCE 


Life been, and have not attain'd unto the Days of the % 


Years of the Life of my Fathers, in the Days of their 
Pilgrimage. Again, P/. 90. 12. So teach us to num- 
ber our Days, that we may apply our Hearts unto 


Wiſdom. 


"4 7 00 Vanity of it, His vain Life. So Ec- * 
clef. 11. 10. Childhood and Youth are Vanity. But 
why does he ſingle ont only theſe two Periods of ; 
Life? Anſwer, If any Stages or Periods of Life . 
be free from toilſome Vanity, ſure theſe are; 
for theſe complain the leaſt of it: But theſe are 


Vanity, therefore the reſt are much more ſo. 


III. *Tis ſhadawing ſpent without any real or 
ſolid Good; *cis all Emptineſs and can yield no "$3 
Satisfaction to the Mind of Man. Pf. 39. 6. Sure- 
ly every Man walketh in a vain ous ſurely they are 


diſquicted in V, ain, &c. 


Words. 


Thus of the Diviſion and Explication of the 1 


Obſerv. 1. No Man, even the wiſeſt, knows . 


what is good for him in this World; 2 4 


to be Rich or Poor, Learn'd or Unlearn'd, 


have many Children or few, or none at all: To - 


have much Buſineſs or little, to be Full or Empty. 


Pſal. 78. 29, 30, 31. So they did Eat, and were 
well fill d, for he gave them their own Deſire. They 
were not eſtrang from their Luſt; but while their 
Meat was yet in their Mouths, the Wrath of God 
came upon them, &c. The Soul of Man is a Spunge I} 
of Deſires, never full, becauſe always emptying 1 
it ſelf that it may fill again; it thirſts exceeding- 7 
ly after Happineſs; we will be happy and may K 4A 

0, » 


the 


UM 


#119 fill have the Creatures make up an Happineſs to 
bs, which they can never do, but they cauſe us 
Ee. Father to Sin. Sometimes they breed Sorrow in an 
Bur unſeen and unaccountable Way; and if we will 
s of & ake our Range among the Creatures, they will in 
life time prove our Ruin: None knows what is good for 
* bim. The Policy of Abitophel ruin d him, and fo 
ae; MNabal's Eſtate did him, Haman's Ambition and 
Fel Heigth was his undoing, Diotrephes's Honour and 
Eſteem among Chriſtians, Sodom's Plenty, Deli- 
1 or Tabs Beauty, prov'd wotul Snares to them : Hap- 
1 1 had ſome been had they been but moderately 
__ ich, indifferently Handſome; or Eſteem'd, but 
„ pot Admird: But Extreams are generally Fa- 
e al. * 
- the Let me before] paſs from hence, make this ſhort. 
tus Reflection, O what a mighty Check ſhould this 
Truth be to our extravagant roving Deſires ! Eccl. 
, 6. 9. Better is the Sight of the Eyes, than the Wan- 
1 0. ring of the Deſires. That is, *tis better to enjoy 
Met comfortably what we have, than to be inſatiable 
? 1 5 aud reſtleſs in our Deſires after what we have not: 
Nor is there any end of it: Grace and Nature too 
WpLy. may be ſatisfy d, but Corruption never. 
Th. Does no Man know what is good for him? 
4 J Then what an Argument is this for Contentment ? 
# = Why ſhould I not count then, that my preſent 
*# Condition is good, is beſt for me? But ſays vain 
Anke Man, I will change and make my Fortune: Why! 
wo Is not the Road to Preferment as free for me, as 
Tr 1 he King's High-way ? But hold Friend ! ceaſe thy 
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b, for God offers to make his People happy in 
Himſelf; No! but this will not do, we will be 
Happy, and we will be fo in our own way; we 


aving, and let us calmly argue the Caſe a little. 
# ache? | Why 


[ 
| 
. 
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Why art thou not eaſie in thy preſent State. 


1 
"= 
6 
b. 
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1 
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That 


Why ſo reſolv'd to change it? (for that which i 2 
better thou ſayeſt): But I ask again, How tho Wiſtr 


knoweſt it will be ſo? It is far more likely to b; 
worſe; that can never proſper with us which v 
run upon without God's leave: We ſhould al. i 
ways let his Will go firſt, thy Place is to follow: Mp 
But know, O Man! that Things always go jut 
ſo as God would have them go, and they can go #A 
no otherwiſe; and ſeeing infinite Wiſdom ma. 
nages and governs all Wheels in this lower 


World, they can be no better than they are. 


This after all is the Riſe and Spring of the 
Creature's Satisfaction: Infinite Wiſdom and Good. 
neſcs have choſe this Place for me, and planted me 
here; and if this does not ſet me at reſt, I may i 
be uneaſie even in Heaven it ſelf: For there ſome 
will be Higher than others, more Beautiful than *# 
others, and ſome of thy Inferiours on Earth, may, 
and 'tis very likely, will ſit nearer to Jeſus: Chrill 9 
in Heaven than thou. F 


Obſerv. 2. Life is a poor vain Tliag not worth 2 
deſiring or keeping, were it not in meer Obedi- 


ence to the Sovereign Lord of Life, who may ſet 


his Creatures under what Scenes of Action he ; 


pleaſes. 


A poor vain Thing in it ſelf, awd made more 
ſo by the Folly and Sin of Man: Nay, Man ſel- ? 
dom knows how to demean himſelf in Life, til L 

he begins to fee] himſelf a Dying, and is almoſt 
got to the end of Life. \ 2 

If a Man be Ignorant, he is like a blinded Mea, | 2 
_ daſh'd againſt every Stone or Poſt: If he be 
Learn'd, he ſees by it more of his Ignoranee, and r 
how vain and poor a Thing all Knowledge i S mY 
thas = 


e 
4 8 3 * 8 *. 
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tate that it cannot heal one ſpiritual Diſtemper the 
Poul feels and complains of. 


ich 
Hiſtracted with Fears and Cares his Poverty brings 


tho 
to be 
:h W. 
d al. 
low; yd; if Valu'd and Lov'd by one Party, for that 
very reaſon he ſhall be Diſeſteem'd by an other: 
All Things are full of Vanity, Man cannot utter it. 


d juſ 


in 90 

ma. 
o wer Talmly thro' the Plain of this Life, than to go 
aſide, and as much as may be, draw the Curtains 
detween the World and his Soul, to hide him- 
ſelf with God, to make this his principal Aim 
every Day, to keep up a ſtated delightful Com- 
merce and Fellowſhip with God: This is the 
ſweeteſt Life thou canſt taſte on this ſide Heaven; 
and beſides the ſweetneſs, here will be alſo this 
farther Advantage accruing from it, Thou wilt 
not deſire that which others deſire aud cannot at- 


F the 
,00d.- 
d me 
may 
{ome 
than 
may, 


riſt 


Forth 


bedi- 
y ſet 
n he 
dom, to conceal from Man what lies in the Womb 
of Providence, and to hide from him the Know- 


nore 
ledge of what is to come after him under the 


ſel⸗ 


« % 
. 
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The poor Man is 
pon him, whilſt the Rich are at theſame time di- 


rated as much with their vain Pleaſures, If a 
an be Mean, he is deſpis'd; if Eminent, then en- 


here is nothing better for a Man that would paſs 


Rain: Thoſe inward and diſorder'd Inclinations in 


till 


moſt 
Man, 
> be 


and 
8, in 


that FW". 
» „ 
s Fg 5X 1 
LN 

r 


N 2; e 
Y s xv 


dun. 


thy Heart will be abſorb'd and ſwallow'd up, in 
thoſe Contentments and better Pleaſures that are 
to be found in God. 


Obſerve 3. It ſeems good to the Divine Wiſ- 


> 1. No Man whatever he may pretend, can 
know infallibly what is to be after him; this ve- 
r Text blows up judiciary Aſtrology, condem- 
ning it as futilous and vain ; for ſuppoſing that the 
Liraßla cel, or the benign Influence of the Hea- 


B venly 


9 


| 


10 
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venly Bodies ſhould beget a good Conſtitution of 4 
Body, and that good bodily Conſtitution ſhould be. Fi 
get good Diſpoſitions and Inclinations; and ſo on 


the contrary, * ſuppoſing that a malign Influence 


of the heavenly Bodies ſhould beget an ill Con- 
ſtitution of Body, and that evil Conſtitution 
| ſhould beget evil Diſpoſitions and Inclinations, 
yet here the Chain is broken off; and fince this 
extends no farther than a natural Inclination, 
does not neceſſarily produce ſuch or ſuch Acti- 
ons, being alterable by Cuſtom, Education, and 
infinite external Impediments; but eſpecially by 


the Grace of God; it cannot be an infallible ground 


of the Fore- knowledge of Things to come; and 
they that preſs and carry this Point farther, not 
only ſtrip Man of his native Liberty, and lay him 


under a fatal neceſſity, but exclude the Providence 


of God out of the Government of the World; 
and may be as Criminal in the ſight of God, as 
they who gave a full and complete Worſhip to 
the Hoſt of Heaven under the Old Teſtament. 
2. It is the Prerogative of God alone to fore- - 
know Things; therefore, ſays he, in Jai. 41. 
21, 22, 23. Sbew the Things that are to cont 
hereafter, that we may know that ye are God. 
Then Jai. 43. 9. as alſo. Chap. 43. 5, 6, 7. © 
He then that can pretend to this muſt be God: 
The eternal ſovereign God himſelf will allow him 
to be ſo. | 
3. Yet Man is very prone to this, to be enquir- 
ing and ſearching into futurity, as he in Plutarch 
was the more deſirous to know what was that in 4 
the Basket, becauſe it was cover'd: But he W- aw 


1 


in ile Liſe ef the Learn'd Joſeph Mede, pag. 9. 


_ 
* x pe 5 
I 1 . | | 3 5 
? 20 
2 
e 
„ 
r 
4 


n of! 
bel Fi TR anſwer'd, It was therefore cover'd that 
0 on 3 K night not be known: The Lord Chriſt checks 
ence Jad forbids us this anxious Sollicitude and Care a- 
don- Tout the Things of to Morrow, and upon good 
tion Feaſons, among which this may be one; We ne- 
ons, Fer rake upon us to ſtep into the Divine Province, 
this Þnd go about to direct God, but we do at the 
tion, Tame time neglect ſomething that concerns our 
Acti- why 
and 4. It would be vain and uſeleſs to him, did he 
y by 7 Leco what was to fall out, for he would not 
ound mo his Affairs one jot the better. 
and 
, not | Ott O! Yes, ſurely if a Man knew he was 
bin Die to Morrow, he would be very Serious to 
dence Pay. Anſwer, Tis all miſtake; you have an In- 
old; 1 ance in Saul, he believ'd he ſhould Die on the 
I, as Morrow, yer falls upon his own Sword and Dies 
ip to in Self. murder. 
fore - F. It is the vouchſafement of God i in Mercy to 
i. 41. ds, to hide from us Things to come. O! How 
comt mould we be continually rackt with the Fore- 
Cod, Woughts of approaching Evils, and the various 
6, 7, Calamities of Life? Now we only bear them when 
God: Wey come, bnt if we knew them beforchand, 
w hin we ſhould bear em many Years before they aQu- 
Ally came upon us, and then too when they did 
nquir - ome: So that our Strength would be ſpent, and 
ut arch Worn out before the time, and conſequently we 
hat in f F ſink under em when they did come. 
je was Vain Man! To be ſollicitous about Things to 
come Forty or Fifty Vears hence, and not at all 
— Pp regard thy preſent Steps. O!] but what ſhall 
PU cee do hereafter? Nay, but, O Man! 
ther ſee thou do carry it well towards God in 
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Fourthly, Apply it. 
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this thy Day, Deut. 12. 28. that they may fare 4 
the better, Obſerve and hear all theſe Words which 


41 command thee, that it may go well with thee, and 
with thy Children after thee for ever; when thou doſt 


that which is good and right in the ſight of the Lore 
for ever. Lay up an Eſtate; it may be ſoon ſquan- thi 


der'd away: Solomon left his Son Feroboam, a 


Kingdom; but had Solomon himſelf walk'd more 
uprightly with God, his Son had been a greater 
and happier Prince. Thou haſt nothing to leave 
thy Child; leave it an Intereſt in the Promiſes of 7W 
God, and thy Child ſhall do well. It is not thy * 

Skill that maintains thy Family, the wiſe and boun- 
tiful Lord of the Univerſe feeds both thee ant 
them; the World has ever been a feeble Thing, thi 
and ſo God will have it be, that it may be evident, 


that he upholds it with his own powerful Arm. 
Doct. This mortal Life is a Liſe of Shadows. 


Here, Þ 
Firſ/, I would make out the Point: 


Secondly, Inquire into the Cauſes and Reaſons | 


of the brevity of Human Life. 


Thirdly, Anſwer this Queſtion, what Account | | 
may be given of this Diſpenſation of God, W y) 
he ſhould put Souls into Bodies to ſtay no longer | 


1n them. 


N 


1 would in the firſt place make out this Point. | . 


I. The World is a World of Shadows, and all! 
the carnal Enjoyments in it are no better; they | ) 
are but Shadows or Reſemblances of ſomething Þþ 
better in the inviſible ſpiritual World; even 1 5 

i a | Tr "1 e * 
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Things to come, Coloſ. 2. 18. Hebrews 8. 5. The 


I YL vil Things of this World, are but Maps of the 
| fr Things in the other World , 
Making them an Example. 
this World, are a Map of thoſe good Things in 
the State of Light and Bleſſedneſs to be reveal'd, 
Romans F. 14. The firſt Adam was there a Type 
of the ſecond Adam; and the World of the firſt 
Adam a repreſentation of the ſecond Adam's 
World that he ſhould bring in, and the eternal 
good Things of it. 
- vs by the very natural Actions of Life, and the 
Enjoyments that ſtrike our Senſes to riſe up from 
this World, and lay hold on that to come: Do 
. theſe outward Things pleaſe? O! how Sweet then 
are thoſe Joys that are laid up for thoſe that fear thee 
before the Sons of Men? Do the ſoft Notes of Mu- 
ſick charm my Ear? O! how Delightful then, 
O my Soul, is the Melody 


2 Peter 2. 6. 
The good Things of 


Thus God would inſtruct 


that fills the Conſci- 


ence at the heavenly Feaſt ! , And that drops from 


He fleeth as a 


the Harps and Viols of the Saints above? 
aſons 
II. Man's Life is a Life of Shadows. 
Ount | 
why | 
neer | 
we are Strangers before thee, and Sojourners, as were 
All our Fathers: Our Days on Earth are as a Shadow, 
aud there is none abiding. Again, Job 8. 9. We are 
but of Teſterday, and know nothing, becauſe our Days 
upon Earth are a Shadow. Nay I might add, that 
Man himſelf is but a flying Shadow, Job 14. 2. 


ſhadow, and continueth not. He 


Whether you ReſpeR, | 
1. The ſhortneſs of it, 1 Chron. 29. 13. For 


| ſpake there of the Day ſhadow, which is made by 
Any dark Body nterpok ing berween us and the 
1 Sun: 


.Y kite Moſaick Types are call'd Shadows of good 


2 


r 


14 
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Sun: You ſee a Shadow, but cannot promiſe it; z; 
ſtay, or fix it there for a Minute; now it is, ani 7 
then it is not, as the Sun appears or diſappears: 7 
The Sun chaſes and drives the Shadow before i; 7} 


all Day long, that it cannot keep its Place a mo. 
ment. Juſt ſach a thing is Man. 


2. Or whether you reſpect the Vanity of Life, 3 


every Man at his beft Estate is altogether Vanitj 


Again, Pſalm 144. 4. Alan is like to Vanity, hu 
Thou art 
apt to promiſe thy ſelf ſomething in this or that 


Days are as 4 Shadow which paſſes away, 


Enjoyment, but upon trial thou canſt find nothing 


in them, they are Emptineſs and Diſſatisfaction; 
thou may'lt as well expect to make a good Meal þ 
upon the Wind, or make thee a warm Garment x 

of Shadows, as to find that which will ſatisfie . 


mong all the Creatures. 5 | 


II. 1 would inquire into the Cauſes or Reaſons, y 
of the Shortneſs and Vanity of human Life. | 


1. One is God's juſt Anger, Pſalm 90. 7. Er 1 
we are conſum d by thine Anger, and by thy Wrath} © 
are we troubled. Upon Man's firſt Sin the Curſe} - 


enter'd upon the World, and upon ſome particu-Þ , 
lar actual Sins, an additional Curſe oft-timesF 
takes hold of the Sinner's Perſon or Family (till ;þ * 
as in the Caſe of Cain, though the Ground was 
Curs'd before upon his Father Adam's Tranſgre- 1 
ſion, another new and additional Curſe came up-Þ ; 
on it, for his Murder of his Brother Abel; and] 
we may find it at this Day by ſad Experience, 
that ſome new Crime faſtens upon ſome Men, ſome Þ 
new Affliction that they can never more recover 
chemſelves from under in this World. This Curſe!“ 
cot God is as Rottenneſs in all Creature Comforts; - 


this 


e its * | 
ars. 
mo. 
Life 
„ ht; 


hing 


Meal 
ment 
je a* | 


J was 


je up- 
5 and 


„ſome 
cover 


Curle 


this 
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0 his makes them empty and unſatisfying : Hence 


1 is, they ſpend no better whilſt we have them, 
aud "gr elſe ſo ſoon wither in our Hands. Hence Men 
' *@mplain of the Creature, That the Bed is too ſh 

ren 3 


freteh themſelves upen, and the Cronin tx = 
ſaiah 


Karrow to wrap themſelves in, as the Prophet 
Þakes. Complain they do of the Creatures Va- 


it, ity and Vexation, but will not ſee or underſtand 
111). go far their own perſonal Sins may and do oft 
* mes tend to the making it ſo. 

art | To ety, 

tha. Objeck. But ſome good Men profeſs they have 
> goough. 

tion; Anſw. True, but it is in proſpect of ſomething 


better in an eternal World, that has cur'd their 


* after the Enjoyments of this. 


Object. But even Eſau profeſſes the ſame, | have 
enough my Brother, keep that thou haſt. 

ſons} * 
mph, that the Supplanter could not hurt him; 


For 
Vrathk 
Curſe 


"TICl-P * Iniquities before thee, our ſecret Sins in the light of 


LIMCS Þ ty Countenance. 


ſtill $73. Some Sins in their own Nature 6004 to de- 


"F troy our Health, to blow up the Lives of Men, 
ſgrel- zs Intemperance,e Senſuality, impure Luſts or im- 
moderate Paſſions, as Fear, Care, Sorrow, An- 
aaf ger, we may fret out or ſap out the Thread of 
Thy ie They are two good Rules given by the wiſe 
School of Salernæ to our King Richard I. as he 


# by them to the Holy Land. 


Anſw. It was ſpoke in a way of Boaſt and Tri- 


he was Richer than Jacob, although he unfairly 


. the Bleſſing from him. 


2. Our Sinfulneſs, Pſalm. 90. 8. Thou haſt ſet 


7 
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—=—ſj vis te reddere ſanum, 
Curas tolle graves, Iraſci crede profanum. 


2. There are ſome gygantick Sins, which in: F. 
peculiar manner ſend a Challenge to Divine u. 


ſtice, and defie him that fits upon the Throne: 


Theſe Sins by the Heinouſneſs of them, and th? 
Aggravations attending them, provoke God, aud 
indeed oblige him to riſe up in vindication 9 4 
himſelf. Some Sins the Prophet Micah calls might? 
Sins, as the Sins of Onan, Gen. 38. 9, 10. and al Þ 
Sins againſt Nature, Rom. 1 | 
be cut off for Sin in this our Day, altho we knon F. 


it not. 


Ill. To give ſome account of this Diſper- 4 
_ fation, why does it pleaſe God to ſend Souls ino 
0s, to ſtay i in them no longer time. 


Anfw. In rs we know little of the Law * 
of the inviſible World; they will concern us when . 
we are in it, but not till then; if we did, W 
might eaſily account for many of thoſe Soy%nrz, | 
which ſo puzzle and perplex us now; 3 but then Þ 
is no danger it we ſtep warily, and give no mon F 


into the Anſwer than what is plain. 
But more particularly, 


1. The Souls of Infants are of the ſame 4ivia! 1 


. do: Thus ſome maj 3 


lily conceive of this, by ladiſpoſition, which vey © 


ſomef 


Extract, of the ſame noble Original, with thi Ul 
Souls of grown Perſons: They are Sparks frog 00 
Heaven, ſent down to animate an earthly Clod fot Fd 
a few Days; only the Indiſpoſition of bodily 04 A? 
1 renders them uncapable of Underſtanding J arit 
and Acting as thoſe that are grown. We may en ner 
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t our Table, or by over-great Wearineſs, or the 


1 1 Like: The Soul cannot act pleaſuntly till it be re- 
711 Y Forer d from that Indiſpoſition. To go on: We 
l | Fay not deſpiſe theſe little ones, becauſe they are 
"of Y Foung and Helplels, but are to think honourably 
d the bk 118 as of the pureſt part of the Church of 
| 0 
b * 2. The Diſpenſation of God's Covenant is al- 
ight © er'd, the Frame of it ſomewhat chang'd from 
y hat it was; ; under the Old Teſtament it ſtood 
e m the midſt of temporal Promiſes, Promiſes of 
Kno roſperity. Now in the midſt of ſpiricual Promi- 
Fes, Promiſes of Affliction; and very obſervable 
It is, that Afflictions are the matter of Promiſes. 
iſpen- 4 aul glories in his Bonds, and tells Agrippa, that 
Is ind pe did not deſire to change States with him; he did 


dot ſay, I wiſh] was in your Place, Al, 26. 29. 

Put that you and the whole Court were as J am, 
1 4 cept my Ponds. But not to digreſs, 50, long 
| Life was then promis'd as a Blefling, as it was a 


s when 
, Fhadow of a bleſs'd Eternity; but now, ſince the 
„% Death of Chriſt, we can ſee more clearly into 
oe, 4 . | 
Heaven without ſuch Shadows, ſince the Lord 
t ther 
: more Thriſt has brought Life and Immortality to light 


dy the Goſpel; the Spirit of Fear and Bondage 
3 gid more reignthen ; the spirit of Adoption more 
yow. Hence it is not (through Riches of Grace) 
uo 1 thing very unuſual for Souls to long for Death, 
nd to rejoice in the view and proſpect of the 
rave. 

| = 3. We muſc conſider the Char ch of God as 
banda Ehriſt's Body, and each Chriſt ian as a Member of it: 
may e There are Angels: Again, t here are grown Chri- 
ich wt 14 ans, chat have liv'd out their Days, and there 
ſome f = = | Us 


f ſometimes bring upon our ſelves by Intemperance 


1 


| 
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are Infants that have juſt ſtept into a Body, to be 


inroll'd among the Saints, and then aſcended. 


God has in his wiſe Decree, laid out every ones 


Portion; ſome have great active Services aſſign'd 


them, and others have greater and harder Leſſons 
of paſſive Obedience to take out, Again, there 
are others as we ſee, that have none of theſe laid 1 


upon them; who conſequently having no buſineh 


in this World of ours, are to ſtay but a little time 
here; but are call'd for up the ſooner into the 
World of Glory: The Lord Chriſt himſelf would 
not ſtay long upon Earth; when his Work wa 
done he goes next way to Heaven. S0 God hay: 


ing not laid out much for ſome little ones, either 1 
to do or ſuffer, their Work is ſoon done, and they Li 


ſoon ripe for Heaven. 3 
4. That he might by ſuch Inſtances give a De. 90 


monſtration of a future State, and keep up a ful 


Senſe of it upon the Minds of Men, Eliab was tran- + 
ſlated, and fo are our little ones every Day: Did 1 
not Men ask one another, think you what was be 1 
come of Eliah? He was one of the beſt Friends G 
had on Earth, aud if God has taken him away ou! # 


of this, certainly he hath ſome other better Wor 


where to beſtow him, ſome better place provides 


for him: Juſt the ſame way ſhould our Thovghs 1 


work, when God takes from us our little Babes, 


5. That by taking us to Heaven by Piece-meah ® 
the Lord might effectually ſpiritualize us that {tay Þ 
behind; the World is oft-times weary of old Age; A 
but as to our Buds they are our Love, and Hope, 


and Joy. Theſe dear Treaſures of our Blood ar! 1 


gone; and we cannot forbear aſcending after them 5 


in our Thoughts; and this is what God deligut 1 
by their Death to draw eus, and make even our na 
tural Aﬀections ſerviceable'to our heavenly lab Þ 

| | rell #1 
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gelt; for we need all kinds of Help, (ſuch is our 
pluggiſmneſs ) and the Death of every near Friend, 


Ppens to us a glade into the eternal World. They 
Save no Buſineſs here, or but very little, and 
therefore were not to ſtay long: The Place is not 
Food enough for them, the Lord Chrift thinks ſo 
> laid peanly of this World, as that he will not have 
bis, ſtay any longer than need. to be defil'd and 


Fext by it. 


| IV. The Application. 


> 1. What a poor thing i is Life, that we are ge⸗ 
erally ſo fond of? We belt fee Things in God's 


it is compar'd to a Sha- 


Fames 4. to a Shepherd's Tent, Jai. 38. 12. to a 
Flower of the Field, P/. 103. 15, 16. That has 
pothing to defend ir, but lies open to the Wea- 
Ther ; yet this ſhort Life is us'd by Men as a mere 
t muſement, Pſ. go. 9. We fpend our Life as à Tale 
hat is told. We liſten Affectionately while it is 
delling over, but flight the Tale that is told, 209 


A fuſe to hear it a ſecond time. 
2. Is Lite ſo ſhort, ſo deſultory and precarious 


4 Thing? Then it is high time to awaken, Rom. 


4 quander away thy Time in Idleneſs: 


Morten it by Intemperance or any other Sin: Do 


O 2 3. Ne- 


Light, therefore let us view it as the Scripture re- 
preſents and ſets it out; 
gow, to a Weaver's Shuttle, to a Poſt, to a ſwift 
Sip, to an hungry Eagle, Job 9. 26. to a Vapour, 


Man! Do not burn the Day: Do not 
Do not - 


Tot drown thy ſelf in worldly Cares : Do not for 
Shadows loſe the Subſtance, even everlaſting Life 
Ind Glory: Be more diligent i in ſpiritual Things : 

ead, Hear, Pray, Improve this ſhadowy Life to 
dhe beſt Advantages, «IS Taming even whilſt 
on art reading this, 
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3. Never diſquiet thy ſelf more about mere Sa- 7 
dows, P/. 39. He diſquiets himſelf in vain. In vain | 


indeed! For either he mifles what he aims at, or 


when he graſps it, finds it Vanity. O my Soul! 
That thou couldit once fix it ia thy Judgment, 


and walk under the ſavory Influence of this Tru: tb, ar 


that even the beit of theſe Things we dayly con 


verſe with, are not worth our Grief nor worth 


our Joy. Conſtancy is a Shadow of God's un- 
changableneſs, and not to be mov'd by Crofles or 
Incidencies of Life is God-like.* 

Contentedly, Calmly, Thankfully, enjoy the 
preſent Gifts of P rovidence, without vexing ty 
ſelf with Thonghts of Fhings to come: Uſe What 
thou haſt: Troſt God: Live comfortably upon 
Providence. Such is the Vanity of this Life, that 
there 15 not the leaſt thing in it, but can produce 
Diſappointment and Vexation enough, to imbiticr 
all thy Joys, be they never ſo high and well He. 
Soul! Why doſt not thou inſtruct thy ſelt thus! 
Why ſhould ! linger after, or long to borrow 
that of another, than which, if I can but by 


£ 


** 


CC 
cc 


« Home? 


+: 


Grace correct my own Fancy, [ have better ac: 


4. Converſe warily with Mea as with ſo many Ane 


walking Shadows; that may, nay, that mult and 


will change, becauſe they are Creatures: Th Raj 


Love to Day, they Hate to Morrow, Lai. 32. 
They that ſtrengthen themſelves in the Streng 


of Pharaoh, altho a mighty King, yet truſt Flac: 1a} 4 
a Shadow : We ſhould learn to truſt none unlimi⸗ 7 
edly, but God himſelf. Again, converſe le(s and . 


leſs with Men, and more and more with Go' 
Divine Converſe puriſies our Miads and Hearts, 
Converſe with Men too often deſiles them. 


—ͤ—ũ—ñ— —— 


Nobile eft Deoque Vicinam non concuti. Sen. 
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ban thou doſt, Their Thoughts are as far above 
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7 * by ſuch Thoughts as theſe. 


The Life of Shadows. 


ye oft times worle by our acquaiatance with Men, 
fot always better by acquiutiag our ſelves with 
God, Fob 22. 21. Acquaint now thy ſelf with him, 
PF, be at Peace, thereby Good ſhall come unto thee. 


The Lite of a worldly Man is a poor ſordid beg- 


garly Life; he borrows a little Comfort of this 


„ Freature, and a little of that, which ottuer vexes 
him too than pleaſes him: 


pleaſe than profit him. Is it not a poor Life? WhO 


Tho they more often 


Mould ſtand to the Courteſie of a Thouſand Crea- 


tures, when he might be more Happy withour them 


In one God? W hen he might live upon the Foun- 

fain of Peace and Joy, and mighr call all this his 
wn! 

5. It is no Wonder at all, that Shadows vaniſh 

P. diſappear. Do Farents loſe their little Babes? 

tis a Wonder chat Life, 
Kt much longer than a B i»ble: Thou haſt no rea- 


pn to Afflict thy ſelf, God Comforts Souls by ſhew- 
7 them Reaſoa why they ſhould he Comforted. 


5 on the ocher hand, 
&lvcs without Reaſon: . 
Peportmeant in this Caſe. | 

3 Do. 1. Conſider that the Relation A thee 
"on 5 is ceas'd, and blotted out in the Dalt : 
Think of them no longer as thy Children, but as 
$aints before the Throne, that know more of God 


n 


we ſhonld not Alillict our 
But to 8 thee in thy 


as thy Thoughts were ahove theirs 
Kiely, when on Farth; they are ripeu'd for Hea- 


Thou art to take up high and honourable Thoughts 
[ them, and art to be quickeu'd in Obedience to 


Remember God's Propricty in them, they 


e more his than yours. ALL SOULS ARE 
MIN . 


Ohrittle a Thing, ſhould 
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MAINE. God put them out a little while 
Nurſe, and may ſend for them Home when he ple, 
ſes : What right have you to be Crying thus after i 
them, as Phaltiel after Michal, SauPs Daughter 
2 Sam. 3. 16. It would be more acceptable t 
God, and comfortable to our ſelves thar are Pa. 
rents, if we did look more to the Education of our 
Children while they are with us; and did leſs on 
ment and Weep over their Coffins when remote 
from us. Nay, we ſhould rather be pleas'd thy » 
their Hazards, and our own Fears concerning them, 
are over; which would never have been during 1 
their Abode here. — . 
3. Rejoiceand be thankful that God ſhould mak: 
choice of any of thine, wherewith to People his 7 
Heaven. Abraham, Gen. 25. 1. Accounted it a Blel- 
ſing to People the Earth, tho? that Seed were e 
cluded the Covenant. In Iſaac ſhall thy Seed . 7 
call d. How much more then to People Heaven! 
Now that God ſhould ſo quickly ſend for themes 
to his Heavenly Court, before they have def f 
their Garmeats as we have done; un be mat. þ 
ter of Joy to us. 1 
Chriſtian! Why doſt thou Mourn ? 
Anſw. O it was a Child of great Hopes. 1 
Reply, thou couldſt only hope at the beſt, t) 
meet him in Heaven; and ſince he is ſafely lande 
there, one half of thy Hopes is already attai1' 


Now as to what relates to thy own Soul, turn ib, 1 


Sorrow inward upon thy ſelf : See that thou ms 
not thy own way to him. 0 
Object. O! But you ſpeak of the Thing 8 ; u 
certainty that they are in Heaven, but that is 
Thing 1 doubt of. | I 
Anſw. But thou haſt no reaſon to doubt it (Ian | 
ſpeaking to Gracious Parents) 7 ſball, fays Da, 
| | | (176 
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Hod did not think worth thy Child's Foot to tread 
pon any longer ? What ſhall I bug a Dunghill? 
I hits thus O Man! Skrew up thy Mind into a hea- 
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To to him, bat he ſhall not return to me, I obſcrve 
that David ſpake this of a Child born under a cri- 
wHinal Blot, as if he would thereby inſtru us, that 
The way God had taken for the Salvation of our 
$clves and our Seed, is not a precarious, uncer- 
Kin Way, that may hit or mils. 
ſur'd, (and ſurely he would not take up that Aſſu- 
Fance upon flight grounds) as tothe Point in hand, 
mean the Salvation of his Child, Rom. 5. The 
ſecond Adam is more potent to Save, than the firſt 
If all that ſtand under the firſt A- 
Zam's Covenant unavoidably Periſh, ail that ſtand 
under the Covenant of the ſecond Adam ſhall infal- 
Jiby be Say'd. 
into Death, even ſo might Grace reign through Righte- 
guſneſs unto eternal Life, by Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, 
* Laſtly, Glory abſorbs or drinks up all natural 


David was aſ- 


Rom. 5. laſt. As Sin bath reign'd 


Affections, or changes them into Spiritual. 


Thy 
hild thinks no more of thee as a Father or a Mo- 


her; but it thinks of thee as of one that is wait- 
defi 


> madc- 


g at the Door: O! then make haſt to Spiritua- 


J:c thy Affectious (thy Child has done it already) 
ud thy Eyes will dry the faſter. 
up your ſelves to God in Converſion, it you were 
 Hacere, you gave up your All to Him: 

me borrow the Words of Balaam to Balak, Num. 


When you gave 
Now let 


23. 3. SH and by thy burnt Offering. I mean, own 
Teddily what thou haſt done. = 

| Think more baſely of this Cabul, this dirty tur- 
ulent World. Shall that have thy Heart, which 


Fenly Frame: Thou art a loſer if not made more 
Heavenly by this ſtroke. O think more Pleaſant- 
Old Ja- 
cob 


of Heaven and choſe upper Regions. 
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cob under the ſuppos'd Death of his belov'd 7e/e;) 
talks more of the Grave than ever. The }: 
Care thou haſt upon thy Hand for others, the mor; 
thou mayſt expend upon thy ſelf. This grey 
World is but a blazing Comet, that will foon 5: 
out in Snuffs: Learn to flight its Joys and Sorrow: 


now; unleſs thou canſt ſoar above it, thou wilt n 


ſomething or other in it always to diſturb, thi: 
thou ſhalt have no reſt here. Do not we hear th: 

„ Lord Chriſt calling, after us? Souls, 7 aſcend t 
YL / Father and your Father, John 14. To my God ani 

» your God. Come then let us aſcend with him; and 
„ while we are aſcending, the nearer we come to 
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11 Heaven, the morc all the Troubles, as well as a4! 


the Glories aud Concerns of this World, will gs 


out of Sight. 
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